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EM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY SEOUL IMMEDIATE 
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CONEIDENTIAL STATE 140242 

E.O. 11652: GDS TAGS: PFOR, PDEV, KS, KN 

SUBJ: ROK FOREIGN POLICY INITIATIVE: UNGA DEBATE 

REF: SEOUL 4627 

1 . SHOULD ROK RAISE POSSIBILITY OP SEEKING GENERAL COMMITTEE 
AGREEMENT TO PROCEDURAL MOVE TO BYPASS FIRST COMMITTEE AND 
DEBATE KOREAN QUESTION ONLY IN UNGA PLENARY, YOU SHOULD 
STRONGLY DISCOURAGE IDEA. 

2. SUCH A MOVE WOULD BE CONTRARY TO PAST UNGA PRACTICES ON 
KOREA AND WOULD UNDOUBTEDLY BE VIEWED GENERALLY AS TRANS- 
PARENT MANEUVER TO AVOID NORTH KOREAN PARTICIPATION. THUS, 
IT WOULD LIKELY STIMULATE OPPOSITION NOT ONLY FROM NORTH 
KOREA'S SUPPORTERS BUT ALSO FROM DELEGATIONS WHICH (A) 
BELIEVE ALL PARTIES INVOLVED IN ISSUES HAVE RIGHT TO BE 
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HEARD; AND/OR (B) DISLIKE DEVIATION PROM NORMAL UNGA 
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PRACTICE. MOREOVER, WHIT E NON-MEMBERS OE UN TRADITIONALLY 
ARE NOT INVITED TO SPEAK IN PLENARY, THERE IS NO BAR TO 
THEIR DOING SO AND WE COULD EXPECT OTHER SIDE TO RAISE THIS 
POSSIBILITY. 

3. MOVE WOULD BE PARTICULARLY ILL-RECEIVED, IN OUR VIEW, 
EOLLOWING PRESIDENT PARK'S STATEMENT (IN JUNE 23 SPEECH) 
EXPRESSING NO OPPOSITION TO NORTH KOREAN PARTICIPATION IN 
DEBATE AND PYONGYANG'S ACQUISITION OP UN OBSERVER STATUS. 
IN ALL LIKELIHOOD IT WOULD GENERATE HEATED POLEMICAL DIS- 
CUSSION WHICH WE WISH TO AVOID. 

4. WITH STRENGTHENED UNGA POSITION ROK'S SUPPORTERS NOW 
HAVE DUE TO NEW AND FLEXIBLE ROK POLICY, WE RELIEVE IT 
WOULD BE SERIOUS MISTAKE TO GET INVOLVED IN A TACTICAL 
BATTLE WHICH IS BOTH UNNECESSARY AND UNLIKELY TO SUCCEED. 
RUSH 
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